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Introduction to the War of 1812 Special Edition 

his issue is our “War of 1812 Special”. The length of our only article has crowded out a rich menu of
correspondence, announcement of the Club Medal for 2013, the President’s Message and ye Editor’s Notes.
We have all of these items PLUS an especially rich and varied backlog to which to look forward. We hope to

publish another issue soon after this one and yet another before year end.

Turning to the War of 1812, our webmaster Ben Weiss has crafted an outstanding analysis of the subject. He covers all
of the many venues of the War – the battles on our Northern frontier, on the East Coast, on the Great Lakes, the epic
confrontations at sea and the final chapter featuring Andrew Jackson at New Orleans. These are the stuff of history
books and will be familiar to all readers familiar with the past and with the traditions of our nation.

Most important, Ben’s article is not a mere recitation of history. Rather, he uses an historical framework to bring
forward a unique perspective. The War of 1812 did little damage to the main combatants, the United States and Great
Britain. It did not alter borders, nor did it bring down governments. Were it not for the sacking of the White House and
the composition of our National Anthem during the attack on Fort McHenry, the events would not warrant even a
chapter in a survey history.

1814 print of the Battle of Fort McHenry by John Bower

The perspective introduced by the author is that of the Native Americans, led by the great chief Tecumseh, who were
induced to participate in the hostilities. The Indians united behind Great Britain, hoping to staunch the Westward flow
of the new American nation. They committed to this cause, shed copious amounts of blood in its support and then were
totally ignored in the subsequent establishment of peace. The background of the American flag on the cover of this
issue is a deliberate irony: yes, two heroes of the War of 1812 went on to become President – Andrew Jackson and
William Henry Harrison – but they would use that Office not to undo wrongs done to Native Americans but to further
oppress them.

Ben Weiss does a superb job of weaving medals into his story line. Whether it is Indian peace medals, the great Drake
Map Medal or United States Mint medals, these icons appear as the great milestones of history which they indeed are.
One need not be a collector of historical medals to appreciate the special relevance of our hobby in the great flow of
events.

Read on and enjoy!
~ John W. Adams
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